THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

exceeds anything previously known among men. Therefore, we cannot
count upon any of the normal reactions of public opinion. From every
quarter it seems that the civil population are plunged in a dull apathy,
and certainly anyone who stirred against the police would instantly
be shot or decapitated. Therefore I simply cannot place any depen-
dence upon political uprisings in Germany.

On military grounds it seems difficult to believe that the war could
be ended before Christmas, or even before Easter, although, as I have
said, many high military authorities with every means to form a
correct judgment have expressed themselves more hopefully, and
although every efiort is being made, and will be made, against the
enemy. The German troops are fighting with the utmost tenacity,
although cut off in many places, and in defence of positions evidently
forlorn. They have been counter-attacking with vigour, though as
yet without success, in Holland and on the Moselle. A great deal of
work has still to be done to improve the ports and build up supplies
and concentrate forward the ever-growing Allied Army. In Italy the
fighting is also of the most obstinate character, and the weather has
broken. The Eastern front has shown its main activity on the north
and south flanks. Immense successes have rewarded strenuous
Russian military efforts and skilful Russian and Allied diplomacy.
The distances are however very large, and many hostile defence positions
have to be stormed or turned. In all these circumstances I certainly
could not predict, still less guarantee, the end of the German war
before the end of the spring, or even before we reach the early summer.
It may come earlier, and no one will rejoice more than I if it should.
Anyhow, I have no hesitation in declaring that it would be a wrongful
act, unworthy of our country's fame, to break up the present governing
instrument before we know where we are with Hitler's Germany.
Those who forced such a disaster, even thoughtlessly, would take on
themselves a measureless responsibility, and their action would be
fiercely resented by the nation at large, I am thankful to say that there
are no signs of any such desire in any responsible quarter.

Let us assume, however, that the German war ends in March,
April or May, and that some or all the other parties in the Coalition
recall their Ministers out of the Government, or wish to bring it to an
end from such dates. That would be a matter of regret, both on public
and on personal grounds, to a great many people, but it would not be a
matter of reproach or bitterness between us in this Government or in
this House once Germany has been defeated.

We are told there must on no account be what is called a coupon
election. " By that I presume is meant an agreement between the
official parties not to oppose each other in most of the seats, and to
foxm a solid front against those who criticize or oppose us. In other
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